Resources for HDRs on Democratic Governance

Provided by the Democratic Governance Group, UNDP BDP
General
 
The Democratic Governance Thematic Trust Fund Report, at http://sdnhq.undp.org/~raul/undp/dgg/ttf/DGTTF_Annual%20Report-2003.pdf.  (provided by Magdy Martinez-Soliman)
“Sources for Democratic Governance Indicators” http://www.undp.org/oslocentre/docs04/Indicator Sources.pdf 
Readings: First[1] and Second[2] Reports of the “Empire and Democracy Project”[3]Carnegie Council of Ethics and International Affairs[4] (attached – provided by Magdy Martinez-Soliman)
 
Access to Justice and Human Rights
 
Practice Note on Poverty Reduction and Human Rights
 
Key documents relating to the HURIST program – Checklist and Guidelines (attached – provided by Sebastian Silva Leander)
 
E-Governance and Access to Information for Citizens’ Participation
 
UNDP Access to Information Practice Note (in English, French, Spanish, Arabic and Russian)
http://www.undp.org/oslocentre/access_prac.htm 
 
Access to Information: UNDP’s Engagement and a Guide to Key Actors
http://www.undp.org/oslocentre/access_rev.htm 
 
Practical Guidance Note on Civic Education
http://www.undp.org/oslocentre/docs04/Civic%20education.pdf 
 
Practical Guidance Note on Right to Information
http://www.undp.org/oslocentre/docs04/Right%20to%20Information.pdf 
 
Decentralisation, Local Governance and Urban Development
 
Decentralised Governance for Development: A Combined Practice Note on Decentralisation, Local Governance and Urban/Rural Development, UNDP April 2004
This Practice Note aims to: i) synthesize UNDP’s latest thinking on decentralisation, local governance and urban/rural development, ii)  highlight key lessons learned; iii) outline UNDP’s strategic niche based on its comparative strengths vis-à-vis other partners; iv) provide practical guidance to country offices in operationalising a holistic approach to the design of initiatives in this area; and v) present key partners and other actors in the field and resources in terms of funds, expertise, and knowledge products.  This Practice Note will be complemented by individual tool-kits on each of the areas of decentralisation, local governance, and urban/rural development that will provide more detail on methods and approaches as well as the conceptual framework for each of the three areas.  Position papers on specific issues will likewise be developed.
 
http://www.undp.org/policy/docs/practicenotes/dgdpnintra.doc 
 
Innovations Linking Decentralised Governance and Human Development: A Capacity Development Workshop under the Fifth Global Forum on Reinventing Government, Mexico City, 5-6 November 2003

This workshop was organised by the United Nations Development Programme in collaboration with the United Nations Capital Development Fund, United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, and the World Bank Institute.
 
The following conference papers analyzing UNDP experiences might be particularly relevant:
 
Decentralised Governance and a Human Rights-Based Approach to Development
Decentralisation and Poverty Reduction:  Does it Work?
Reflections on the Technology Capacity Building Nexus in the Context of Decentralization
 
 http://www.undp.org/governance/mexico.htm
 
Overview of Decentralisation Worldwide: A Stepping Stone to Improved Governance and Human Development
This paper provides a conceptual framework linking development, governance and decentralization, outlines the state of decentralization in the world today, and presents some lessons and recommendations for practitioners and stakeholders.
http://www.undp.org/governance/docsdecentral/overview-decentralisation-worldwide-paper.pdf
 
The Role of Participation and Partnership in Decentralised Governance: A Brief Synthesis of Policy Lessons and Recommendations of Nine Country Case Studies on Service Delivery for the Poor, UNDP 2002
UNDP sponsored a series of case studies that examined the impact of participation on decentralised governance in nine developing countries. The primary question of the research was: “Under what conditions, with regard to what aspects and through which mechanisms, processes or procedures does decentralisation successfully contribute to key elements of good governance and the achievement of sustainable human development (SHD) goals, particularly poverty eradication, equity building in gender, and environmental improvement?”
 
The studies support the initial hypothesis posited in the research framework regarding a positive relationship between effective service delivery at the local level and decentralised governance. Decentralized governance can contribute to SHD. The evidence is primarily for “first round” effects, such as instances of participation of previously excluded groups and the extension of basic services to them. Such results suggest at least modest improvements in the quality of life for people at the local level. More time and experience is required to understand whether and how such results eventually affect aspects of poverty alleviation related to sustainable development, such as income generation.
http://www.undp.org/governance/marrakechcdrom/concepts/Work%20Role%20of%20Participation.pdf
 
A Global Analysis of UNDP Support to Decentralisation and Local Governance Programmes, UNDP 2002
 
This paper provides and overview of UNDP activities in the area of decentralization and local governance. http://www.undp.org/governance/docsdecentral/global-analysis-of-undp-support.pdf
 
Decentralised Governance in Malawi, Nepal and Venezuela: Synthesis of Policy Lessons from Country Thematic Assessments, UNDP 2002
In broad terms, the three studies summarised in this document aimed at increasing our general understanding of the processes of decentralisation in Malawi, Nepal and Venezuela, and the differences these processes can make in the quality of lives of the citizens and communities of these nations. More specifically, this study seeks to identify best practices, challenges, success stories, lessons, and policy recommendations from the three countries, so that democratic decentralisation in these countries can be strengthened. Through the prism of these three countries’ experiences, this document seeks to contribute to the global knowledge on how democratic decentralisation and good governance can promote sustained human development. In this sense, the findings summarised in this document are relevant not only for Malawi, Nepal and Venezuela, but to all developing countries that are struggling with decentralisation reforms.
http://www.undp.org/governance/marrakechcdrom/concepts/UNDP%20BDP%20Decentralised%20Gov%20in%20Malawi,%20NEP%20and%20VEN.pdf
 
Consolidated Replies
 
Uzbekistan/ Comparative Experiences & Consultants /Regional Development Strategies – Decentralization and the NHDR, Feb 2004 http://portal.undp.org/server/nis/4649027220133454?hiddenRequest=true 
 
Public Administration Reform and Anti-Corruption
 
PAR toolkit 
     Practice Note
     Mapping exercise
     Primers
     Regional studies and Overviews, Case studies
 
Anti-Corruption
- Practice Note: Anti-corruption
- “Accountability and Responsiveness-workshop” held in Bergen in November: series of papers
- Fighting Corruption to Improve Governance (PDF)
- Integrity Improvement Initiatives in Developing Countries
- Corruption and Good Governance 
- CONTACT-Country Assessment in Accountability and Transparency
 
Parliamentary Development
Fast Facts on Parliamentary Development - How UNDP Supports Parliaments
Info Rapide sur le Développement Parliamentary  - Comment le PNUD fournit un appui aux parlements
Parliamentary Development Practice Guidance Note
Développement Parlementaire Note D’Orientation
Desarrollo Parlamentario Nota de Política
Развитие парламентаризма  АНАЛИТИЧЕСКИЙ КОММЕНЕТАРИЙ




 HYPERLINK "http://www.undp.org/governance/parldev/docs/parldevarab.pdf" \t "_blank" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://hdr.undp.org/docs/network/hdr/thematics/Resources_for_HDRs_on_Democratic_Governance_files/image003.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



Outlines UNDP policy framework for parliamentary development support. Includes lessons learned, practical guidance for development practitioners and links to resources. 
Concept Paper on "Legislatures and Good Governance"
Details the conceptual issues concerning the role of parliaments.   Explains what parliaments do, how they do it, and how structure and party systems may influence parliamentary behaviour.  Includes information on problems faced by parliaments, organizations involved in the parliamentary sector, examples of legislative development activities, and lessons learned. 
Handbooks for MPs and Parliamentary Staff
Strengthening Parliament Involvement in the Poverty Reduction Strategy Process and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

Renforcer le rôle des parlementaires dans les Objectifs du Millénaire pour le développement et les processus de réduction de la pauvreté

Fortaleciendo la Participación Parlamentaria en los Objetivos de Desarrollo del Milenio y el Proceso de Estrategias para la Reducción de la Pobreza

 HYPERLINK "http://www.undp.org/governance/hbktoolkit.htm" \l "spanish" 



 HYPERLINK "http://www.undp.org/governance/hbktoolkit.htm" \l "russian" Активизация участия парламента в процессе достижения Целей в области развития на рубеже тысячелетия и реализации стратегии сокращения бедност
 
Electoral Systems and Processes
 
UNDP Practice Note: Electoral Systems and Processes - January 2004
Electoral Management Bodies as Institutions of Governance
http://magnet.undp.org/Docs/electoral/opening_remarks.htm
Electoral Bodies and Democratic Governance: UNDP’s Role
http://magnet.undp.org/Docs/electoral/emb/EMB presentation web.htm
http://magnet.undp.org/Docs/electoral/emb/EMB Presentation_files/frame.htm 
http://magnet.undp.org/Docs/electoral/emb/EMB Discussions.htm
 
 

[1] Multilateral Strategies to Promote Democracy (New York: Carnegie Council, 2003) http://www.cceia.org/media/Multi_Strat_to_Prom_Dem_2.pdf?PHPSESSID=f4ec43075c656f237413e17b9af36b15 

[2] Promoting Democracy through International Law (New York: Carnegie Council, 2004) http://www.cceia.org/media/Prom_Dem_Thru_Intl_Law.pdf 

[3] How can the USA and other powerful actors avoid the perils of empire and instead become credible leaders in promoting democracy and human rights around the world? How can the rules and institutions of the international community be mobilized to advance such peaceful and universal values? This project addresses these questions by convening high-level panels, creating internet resources and conducting original research.  

[4] The CCEIA (www.carnegiecouncil.org), established in 1914 by Andrew Carnegie, is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to increasing understanding in the relationship between ethics and international affairs and to the moral and ethical dimensions of the politics among nations.  
