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The Report also recognizes new efforts in

time use, functional literacy and health statis-

tics. While the Report has featured time use sur-

veys in previous years, recent improvements in

survey methods and country coverage have

provided a wealth of new information, stepping

beyond traditional economic measurement and

into the lives and livelihoods of the world’s

people. Results from these new time use sur-

veys are being compiled, and the Human Devel-

opment Report Office hopes to include them

in next year’s Report (box 4). Surveys of func-

tional literacy allow a more in-depth look at a

vital area of human development than con-

ventional literacy surveys have offered (box

5). And new efforts by the World Health Orga-

nization to develop better measures of the per-

formance of health systems will no doubt

enhance the assessment of human develop-

ment in the area of health in future Human
Development Reports (box 6).

Despite these strides in measuring human

development, many gaps and problems remain.

Sufficient and reliable data are still lacking in

many areas of human development. Gaps

throughout the tables demonstrate the press-

ing need for improvements in both the quan-

tity and the quality of human development

statistics.

Perhaps the starkest demonstration of these

data problems is the large number of countries

excluded from the human development index

(HDI)—and therefore from the main indicator

tables. The intent is to include all UN member

countries, along with Switzerland and Hong Kong,

China (SAR), in the HDI exercise. But because of

a lack of reliable data, this year 12 more countries

could no longer be included in the calculation of

the HDI, reducing the total to 162. That leaves 29

countries excluded from the main indicator tables.

What key indicators are available for these coun-

tries are presented in table 28. 

DATA USED IN THE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

INDEX

The human development index is calculated

using international data available at the time

the Report is prepared. For a country to be

included in the index, data ideally should be

available from the relevant international statis-

tical agency for all four components of the index.

Conventional measures of productive activity focus on

paid economic activity. But for a comprehensive picture

of work and employment, especially the activities per-

formed by women, it is essential to measure subsistence

agriculture and other unpaid productive activities as

well as unpaid housework. Time use surveys provide a

unique means to collect data on such activities.

Until recently time use data were not included in

the data collection programmes of developing coun-

tries’ national statistical offices. Most time use stud-

ies in these countries were case studies of one or a few

localities and did not cover a 24-hour day.

Following the recommendations of the Fourth

World Conference on Women (held in Beijing in 1995),

however, at least 24 countries in Asia, Africa and Latin

America and the Caribbean have begun work on national

time use surveys. Although geographically, economi-

cally and culturally diverse, all these countries have come

to consider national time use surveys an important sta-

tistical tool for measuring and valuing women’s and

men’s paid and unpaid work and for increasing the vis-

ibility of women’s work both at home and in the labour

market. Some of the surveys (such as those in Benin,

Chad, India and Oman and the pilot studies in Nigeria

and South Africa) also aim to improve the collection of

data on women’s economic activities, especially in the

informal sector. In India the objectives include using the

data for skills training and for designing poverty eradi-

cation programmes.

A joint project of the United Nations Statistics

Division, the United Nations Development Programme

and Canada’s International Development Research

Centre provided technical assistance to many of these

countries. The project also studied methods and clas-

sifications used in national time use surveys to determine

which procedures are suitable for collecting time use data

in developing countries. And the United Nations Sta-

tistics Division is developing a technical guide on data

collection methods and a classification of time use sta-

tistics that can be adapted to both developing and

industrial countries. The Statistics Division will also

compile data from the studies conducted in developing

countries since 1995. These data should be available for

Human Development Report 2002.

BOX 4 

Time use surveys in developing countries

Source: Prepared by the United Nations Statistics Division based on UN (2000a).  


