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of the Report’s release. The main human

development indicator tables include 175 UN

member countries along with Hong Kong,

China (SAR) and the Occupied Palestinian

Territories—all those for which the HDI can be

calculated. Owing to a lack of comparable data,

16 UN member countries cannot be included

in the HDI or, therefore, in the main indicator

tables. For these countries basic human devel-

opment indicators are presented in a separate

table (table 33). 

COUNTRY CLASSIFICATIONS

Countries are classified in four ways: by human

development level, by income, in major world

aggregates and by region (see Classification of
countries). These designations do not necessar-

ily express a judgement about the development

stage of a particular country or area. The term

country as used in the text and tables refers, as

appropriate, to territories or areas. 

Human development classifications. All

countries included in the HDI are classified

into three clusters by achievement in human

development: high human development (with an

HDI of 0.800 or above), medium human devel-

opment (0.500–0.799) and low human devel-

opment (less than 0.500). 

Income classifications. All countries are

grouped by income using World Bank classifi-

cations: high income (gross national income per

capita of US$9,076 or more in 2002), middle

income (US$736–$9,075) and low income

(US$735 or less).

Major world classifications. The three

global groups are developing countries, Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe and the CIS and

OECD. These groups are not mutually exclu-

sive. Unless otherwise specified, the classifica-

tion world represents the universe of 193

countries and areas covered—191 UN mem-

ber countries, plus Hong Kong, China (SAR)

and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Regional classifications. Developing coun-

tries are further classified into the following

regions: Arab States, East Asia and the Pacific,

Latin America and the Caribbean (including

Mexico), South Asia, Southern Europe and

Sub-Saharan Africa. These regional classifica-

tions are consistent with the Regional Bureaux

of UNDP. An additional classification is least
developed countries, as defined by the United

Nations (UNCTAD 2001). 

The Millennium Development Goals have

stimulated awareness of the importance of

data. They have also highlighted the weakness

of existing information systems in many coun-

tries. Nowhere is this more apparent than in

health. Sound information is essential for

achieving the health-related goals, yet rarely

available. Everywhere there are too many

uncoordinated demands for information, too

much useless data and too few solid facts. 

The Health Metrics Network, an emerg-

ing global partnership funded largely by the

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, seeks to

remedy this situation. It will convene the

health and statistical constituencies at global,

regional and country levels, including inter-

national agencies, bilateral and multilateral

donors, foundations and technical experts, to

advance the proposition that meeting the

health challenges of the 21st century requires

building stronger health information systems.

Its aim is to use the growing demand by

countries and development partners for good

information to accelerate the building of

national level health information systems that

serve global, national and subnational needs.

Countries themselves will lead this effort,

forging consensus among stakeholders around

plans for strengthening or reforming health

information systems. Implementing the plans

will help countries respond to the challenge

of monitoring progress towards national and

international goals and targets, including the

Millennium Development Goals. 

The Health Metrics Network will be

made up of a board, a small secretariat

initially hosted by the World Health

Organziation, and technical task forces

that will provide the impetus for address-

ing key health metrics challenges. Board

members will include representatives of

developing countries, multilateral and bilat-

eral agencies, foundations and technical

experts. The network’s launch is planned

for the first half of 2004, following the

first meeting of the board.

BOX 3

Health Metrics Network: An emerging global 

partnership for health information

Source: WHO 2004f.

Before 2001, the United Nations Educa-

tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization

(UNESCO) Institute for Statistics (UIS)

Culture Statistics Programme collected data

based on survey vehicles in six areas: book

production, films and cinemas, libraries,

museums, print media and broadcasting. In

2002 the UIS began a reevaluation of its

Culture Statistics Programme and suspended

data collection pending the review. The UIS

is currently developing a new programme of

work that will better meet the policy needs

of member states. 

The review began with a three-day

international symposium in Montreal in

October 2002, jointly sponsored by l’Obser-

vatoire de la culture et des communications

du Québec, to solicit opinions from

researchers around the world on what data

the UIS should collect on culture. Sugges-

tions included work in culture participation,

culture employment and the finance of cul-

ture. Those suggestions, along the lines of

recent work by the Working Group on Cul-

ture Statistics of the European Union, are

being investigated for feasibility and rele-

vance to other regions of the world.

Also under consideration is the updat-

ing of data on trade flows of cultural goods

for recent years in support of the Convention

on the Protection of Cultural Goods and

Artistic Expression, currently being drafted

by UNESCO. In addition, the UIS is partic-

ipating in UNESCO’s cross-cutting project

“Initiative B@bel” by sponsoring a report

on the status of multilingualism on the Inter-

net. Finally,  the new programme of work for

culture statistics will likely involve the retool-

ing of one or more of the suspended UIS

surveys, probably broadcasting or print

media, the two for which external demand for

data is greatest.

BOX 4

The Culture Statistics Programme 

of the UNESCO Institute for Statistics

Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics 2004d.




