
The Human Development Report 2007/2008 should be mandatory reading for all governments, 
especially those in the world’s richest nations. It reminds us that historic responsibility for the 
rapid build-up of greenhouse gases in the Earth’s atmosphere rests not with the world’s poor, but 
with the developed world. It is people in the richest countries that leave the deepest footprint. The 
average Brazilian has a CO2 footprint of 1.8 tonnes a year compared with an average for 
developed countries of 13.2 tonnes a year. As the Human Development Report reminds us, if 
every person in the developing world left the same carbon footprint as the average North Ameri-
can we would need the atmospheres of nine planets to deal with the consequences.

Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva
President of the Federative Republic of Brazil

Development cannot be divorced from ecological and environmental concerns. Indeed, impor-
tant components of human freedoms—and crucial ingredients of our quality of life—are 
thoroughly dependent on the integrity of the environment.

Amartya Sen 

No community with a sense of justice, compassion or respect for basic human rights should 
accept the current pattern of adaptation. Leaving the world’s poor to sink or swim with their own 
meagre resources in the face of the threat posed by climate change is morally wrong. Unfortu-
nately, as the Human Development Report powerfully demonstrates, this is precisely what is 
happening. We are drifting into a world of ‘adaptation apartheid’.

Desmond Tutu
Archbishop of South Africa
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Human development is about putting people at the centre of development. 
It is about realizing human potential, increasing choice and expanding the 

scope for people to lead the lives they value.  Created in 1990, the Human 
Development Report has explored themes including gender equity,  

democracy, human rights, globalization, cultural liberty and water scarcity.
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 Climate change is the defining human development challenge of 
the 21st Century. Failure to respond to that challenge will stall and then 
reverse international efforts to reduce poverty. The poorest countries and 
most vulnerable citizens will suffer the earliest and most damaging 
setbacks, even though they have contributed least to the problem. Looking 
to the future, no country—however wealthy or powerful—will be immune 
to the impact of global warming.
 
 The Human Development Report 2007/2008 shows that climate 
change is not just a future scenario. Increased exposure to droughts, floods 
and storms is already destroying opportunity and reinforcing inequality. 
Meanwhile, there is now overwhelming scientific evidence that the world is 
moving towards the point at which irreversible ecological catastrophe 
becomes unavoidable. Business-as-usual climate change points in a clear 
direction: unprecedented reversal in human development in our lifetime, 
and acute risks for our children and their grandchildren.

The Human Development Report 2007/2008 states plainly that 
climate change is one of the greatest challenges facing human-
ity, and it is the world’s most vulnerable populations who are 
most immediately at risk. The actions of the wealthiest 
nations—those generating the vast majority of greenhouse 
gases—have tangible consequences for people in the rest of the 
world, especially in the poorest nations.

Michael R. Bloomberg 
Mayor of the City of New York

The Human Development Report 2007/2008 sets out what it describes 
as a ‘carbon budget’ for the 21st Century. Drawing upon the best 
climate science, that budget establishes the volume of greenhouse 
gases that can be emitted without causing dangerous climate change. 
If we continue on our current emissions trajectory, the carbon budget 
for the 21st Century will expire in the 2030s. Our energy consumption 
patterns are running up vast ecological debts that will be inherited by 
future generations—debts that they will be unable to repay.

Gro Harlem Brundtland
Former Prime Minister of Norway

The Human Development Report 2007/2008 comes at a time 
when climate change—long on the international agenda—is 
starting to receive the very highest attention that it merits. The 
recent findings of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change have sounded a clarion call; they have unequivocally 
affirmed the warming of our climate system, and linked it 
directly to human activity. 

Ban Ki-moon
Secretary-General of the United Nations

Fighting climate change:
Human solidarity in a divided world

 There is a window of opportunity for avoiding the most damaging 
climate change impacts, but that window is closing: the world has less than 
a decade to change course. Actions taken—or not taken—in the years 
ahead will have a profound bearing on the future course of human devel-
opment. The world lacks neither the financial resources nor the technologi-
cal capabilities to act. What is missing is a sense of urgency, human solidar-
ity and collective interest.

 As the Human Development Report 2007/2008 argues, climate 
change poses challenges at many levels. In a divided but ecologically inter-
dependent world, it challenges all people to reflect upon how we manage 
the environment of the one thing that we share in common: planet Earth. It 
challenges us to reflect on social justice and human rights across countries 
and generations. It challenges political leaders and people in rich nations to 
acknowledge their historic responsibility for the problem, and to initiate 
deep and early cuts in greenhouse gas emissions. Above all, it challenges 
the entire human community to undertake prompt and strong collective 
action based on shared values and a shared vision. 


