
The cover of the  Human Development 
Report illustrates the complex multiple path-
ways of human development over the four 
decades documented in this th anniversary 
edition. Each individual strand depicts one 
country’s Human Development Index over 
time. 

The overall global pattern is one of remark-
able human progress: people around the 
world are, on average, living longer, with 
greater access to knowledge and with higher 
incomes. Yet progress is rarely constant or 
linear.

For some countries one or more of the underly-
ing indicators have changed little or even 
declined over the period. The greatest relative 
advance has been experienced by people in 
countries on the lower end of the human 
development scale, achievements often 
attained despite conflicts, epidemics, eco-
nomic setbacks and other adversities. 

Analysis of the annual Human Development 
Index and three new complementary indices 
introduced in the  Report provides new 
insights into these trends and offers important 
lessons for the future.

The first Human Development Report in 1990 opened with the simply stated premise that has guided all subsequent Reports: 
“People are the real wealth of a nation.” By backing up this assertion with an abundance of empirical data and a new way of 
thinking about and measuring development, the Human Development Report has had a profound impact on development 
policies around the world. 

This 20th anniversary edition features introductory reflections by the Nobel Prize–winning economist Amartya Sen, who 
worked with series founder Mahbub ul Haq on the conception of the first Human Development Report and contributed to 
and inspired many successive volumes. 

The 2010 Report continues the tradition of pushing the frontiers of development thinking. For the first time since 1990, the 
Report looks back rigorously at the past several decades and identifies often surprising trends and patterns with important 
lessons for the future. These varied pathways to human development show that there is no single formula for sustainable 
progress—and that impressive long-term gains can and have been achieved even without consistent economic growth. 

In keeping with the innovative spirit of its founders, the Report this year introduces an updated version of its signature 
Human Development Index (HDI) and presents pioneering new indices:

• The Inequality-adjusted HDI, which reduces national HDI values by the degree of inequalities in health and education 
standards and the distribution of income. 

• The Gender Inequality Index, which factors in women’s participation in government and the workforce, as well as 
health and education status, to reflect disparities between men and women within and across countries. 

• The Multidimensional Poverty Index, which identifies overlapping deprivations at the household level—including 
health, schooling and living conditions—and calculates that fully a third of the people in the 104 countries studied live 
in extreme multidimensional poverty.

Looking beyond 2010, this Report surveys critical aspects of human development outside the scope of these indices, from 
political freedoms and empowerment to sustainability and human security, and outlines a broader agenda for research and 
policies to respond to these challenges. 

As Amartya Sen writes: “Twenty years after the appearance of the first Human Development Report, there is much to 
celebrate in what has been achieved. But we also have to be alive to ways of improving the assessment of old adversities 
and of recognizing—and responding to—new threats that endanger human well-being and freedom.“ 

The 20th anniversary edition is a response to that human development imperative. 
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Human Development Reports: �e annual global Human Development Reports (HDRs) have been published by UNDP since 1990 
as intellectually independent and empirically grounded analyses of development issues, trends, progress and policies. Resources 
related to the 2010 Report and earlier HDRs are available free of charge at hdr.undp.org, including full texts and summaries in 
major UN languages, summaries of consultations and network discussions, the Human Development Research Paper Series and 
HDR news bulletins and other public information materials. Also available are statistical indicators, other data tools, interactive 
maps, country fact sheets and additional information associated with the HDRs. 
 
Regional Human Development Reports: More than 40 editorially autonomous HDRs with a regional focus have been produced 
in the past two decades with support from UNDP’s regional bureaus. With o�en provocative analyses and policy advocacy, these 
reports have examined such critical issues as civil liberties and the empowerment of women in the Arab States, corruption in Asia 
and the Paci�c, treatment of the Roma and other minorities in Central Europe and the inequitable distribution of wealth in 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 

National Human Development Reports: Since the release of the �rst National HDR in 1992, National HDRs have been 
produced in 140 countries by local editorial teams with UNDP support. �ese reports—more than 650 have been published to 
date—bring a human development perspective to national policy concerns through locally managed consultations and research. 
National HDRs o�en focus on issues of gender, ethnicity or rural-urban divides to help identify inequality, measure progress and 
detect early warning signs of potential con�ict. Because these reports are grounded in national needs and perspectives, many have 
had substantial in�uence on national policies, including strategies for achieving the Millennium Development Goals and other 
human development priorities. 

For more information on National and Regional HDRs, including related training and reference resources, see 
hdr.undp.org/en/nhdr/. 

Human Development Reports 1990–2009

Concept and Measurement of Human Development
Financing Human Development
Global Dimensions of Human Development
People’s Participation
New Dimensions of Human Security
Gender and Human Development
Economic Growth and Human Development
Human Development to Eradicate Poverty
Consumption for Human Development
Globalization with a Human Face
Human Rights and Human Development
Making New Technologies Work for Human Development
Deepening Democracy in a Fragmented World
Millennium Development Goals: A Compact among Nations to End Human Poverty
Cultural Liberty in Today’s Diverse World
International Cooperation at a Crossroads: Aid, Trade and Security in an Unequal World
Beyond Scarcity: Power, Poverty and the Global Water Crisis
Fighting Climate Change: Human Solidarity in a Divided World
Overcoming Barriers: Human Mobility and Development

For more information visit:
http://hdr.undp.org
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NOTE
Arrows indicate upward or downward movement in the country’s ranking over the period 2005–2010 using consistent data and methodology, while a blank indicates no change.



The �rst Human Development Report in 1990 opened with the simply stated premise that has guided all subsequent Reports: 
“People are the real wealth of a nation.” By backing up this assertion with an abundance of empirical data and a new way of 
thinking about and measuring development, the Human Development Report has had a profound impact on development 
policies around the world. 

This 20th anniversary edition features introductory re�ections by the Nobel Prize–winning economist Amartya Sen, who 
worked with series founder Mahbub ul Haq on the conception of the �rst Human Development Report and contributed to 
and inspired many successive volumes. 

The 2010 Report continues the tradition of pushing the frontiers of development thinking. For the �rst time since 1990, the 
Report looks back rigorously at the past several decades and identi�es often surprising trends and patterns with important 
lessons for the future. These varied pathways to human development show that there is no single formula for sustainable 
progress—and that impressive long-term gains can and have been achieved even without consistent economic growth. 

In keeping with the innovative spirit of its founders, the Report this year introduces an updated version of its signature 
Human Development Index (HDI) and presents pioneering new indices:

• The Inequality-adjusted HDI, which reduces national HDI values by the degree of inequalities in health and education 
standards and the distribution of income. 

• The Gender Inequality Index, which factors in women’s participation in government and the workforce, as well as 
health and education status, to re�ect disparities between men and women within and across countries. 

• The Multidimensional Poverty Index, which identi�es overlapping deprivations at the household level—including 
health, schooling and living conditions—and calculates that fully a third of the people in the 104 countries studied live 
in extreme multidimensional poverty.

Looking beyond 2010, this Report surveys critical aspects of human development outside the scope of these indices, from 
political freedoms and empowerment to sustainability and human security, and outlines a broader agenda for research and 
policies to respond to these challenges. 

As Amartya Sen writes: “Twenty years after the appearance of the �rst Human Development Report, there is much to 
celebrate in what has been achieved. But we also have to be alive to ways of improving the assessment of old adversities 
and of recognizing—and responding to—new threats that endanger human well-being and freedom.“ 

The 20th anniversary edition is a response to that human development imperative. 
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Human Development Reports: �e annual global Human Development Reports (HDRs) have been published by UNDP since 1990 
as intellectually independent and empirically grounded analyses of development issues, trends, progress and policies. Resources 
related to the 2010 Report and earlier HDRs are available free of charge at hdr.undp.org, including full texts and summaries in 
major UN languages, summaries of consultations and network discussions, the Human Development Research Paper Series and 
HDR news bulletins and other public information materials. Also available are statistical indicators, other data tools, interactive 
maps, country fact sheets and additional information associated with the HDRs. 
 
Regional Human Development Reports: More than 40 editorially autonomous HDRs with a regional focus have been produced 
in the past two decades with support from UNDP’s regional bureaus. With o�en provocative analyses and policy advocacy, these 
reports have examined such critical issues as civil liberties and the empowerment of women in the Arab States, corruption in Asia 
and the Paci�c, treatment of the Roma and other minorities in Central Europe and the inequitable distribution of wealth in 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 

National Human Development Reports: Since the release of the �rst National HDR in 1992, National HDRs have been 
produced in 140 countries by local editorial teams with UNDP support. �ese reports—more than 650 have been published to 
date—bring a human development perspective to national policy concerns through locally managed consultations and research. 
National HDRs o�en focus on issues of gender, ethnicity or rural-urban divides to help identify inequality, measure progress and 
detect early warning signs of potential con�ict. Because these reports are grounded in national needs and perspectives, many have 
had substantial in�uence on national policies, including strategies for achieving the Millennium Development Goals and other 
human development priorities. 

For more information on National and Regional HDRs, including related training and reference resources, see 
hdr.undp.org/en/nhdr/. 
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Economic Growth and Human Development
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Human Rights and Human Development
Making New Technologies Work for Human Development
Deepening Democracy in a Fragmented World
Millennium Development Goals: A Compact among Nations to End Human Poverty
Cultural Liberty in Today’s Diverse World
International Cooperation at a Crossroads: Aid, Trade and Security in an Unequal World
Beyond Scarcity: Power, Poverty and the Global Water Crisis
Fighting Climate Change: Human Solidarity in a Divided World
Overcoming Barriers: Human Mobility and Development

For more information visit:
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The cover of the 2010 Human Development 
Report illustrates the complex multiple pathways 
of human development over the four decades 
documented in this 20th anniversary edition. 
Each single strand depicts one country’s Human 
Development Index over time. 

The overall global pattern is one of remarkable 
human progress: people around the world are, 
on average, living longer, with greater access to 
knowledge and with higher incomes. Yet prog-
ress is rarely constant or linear. For some coun-
tries one or more of the underlying indicators 
have changed little or even declined over the 
period. The greatest relative advance has been 
experienced by people in countries on the lower 
end of the human development scale, achieve-
ments often attained despite con�icts, epidem-
ics, economic setbacks and other adversities. 

Analysis of the annual Human Development 
Index and three new complementary indices 
introduced in the 2010 Report provides new 
insights into these trends and o�ers important 
lessons for the future.



The cover of the  Human Development 
Report illustrates the complex multiple path-
ways of human development over the four 
decades documented in this th anniversary 
edition. Each individual strand depicts one 
country’s Human Development Index over 
time. 

The overall global pattern is one of remark-
able human progress: people around the 
world are, on average, living longer, with 
greater access to knowledge and with higher 
incomes. Yet progress is rarely constant or 
linear.

For some countries one or more of the underly-
ing indicators have changed little or even 
declined over the period. The greatest relative 
advance has been experienced by people in 
countries on the lower end of the human 
development scale, achievements often 
attained despite conflicts, epidemics, eco-
nomic setbacks and other adversities. 

Analysis of the annual Human Development 
Index and three new complementary indices 
introduced in the  Report provides new 
insights into these trends and offers important 
lessons for the future.

The first Human Development Report in 1990 opened with the simply stated premise that has guided all subsequent Reports: 
“People are the real wealth of a nation.” By backing up this assertion with an abundance of empirical data and a new way of 
thinking about and measuring development, the Human Development Report has had a profound impact on development 
policies around the world. 

This 20th anniversary edition features introductory reflections by the Nobel Prize–winning economist Amartya Sen, who 
worked with series founder Mahbub ul Haq on the conception of the first Human Development Report and contributed to 
and inspired many successive volumes. 

The 2010 Report continues the tradition of pushing the frontiers of development thinking. For the first time since 1990, the 
Report looks back rigorously at the past several decades and identifies often surprising trends and patterns with important 
lessons for the future. These varied pathways to human development show that there is no single formula for sustainable 
progress—and that impressive long-term gains can and have been achieved even without consistent economic growth. 

In keeping with the innovative spirit of its founders, the Report this year introduces an updated version of its signature 
Human Development Index (HDI) and presents pioneering new indices:

• The Inequality-adjusted HDI, which reduces national HDI values by the degree of inequalities in health and education 
standards and the distribution of income. 

• The Gender Inequality Index, which factors in women’s participation in government and the workforce, as well as 
health and education status, to reflect disparities between men and women within and across countries. 

• The Multidimensional Poverty Index, which identifies overlapping deprivations at the household level—including 
health, schooling and living conditions—and calculates that fully a third of the people in the 104 countries studied live 
in extreme multidimensional poverty.

Looking beyond 2010, this Report surveys critical aspects of human development outside the scope of these indices, from 
political freedoms and empowerment to sustainability and human security, and outlines a broader agenda for research and 
policies to respond to these challenges. 

As Amartya Sen writes: “Twenty years after the appearance of the first Human Development Report, there is much to 
celebrate in what has been achieved. But we also have to be alive to ways of improving the assessment of old adversities 
and of recognizing—and responding to—new threats that endanger human well-being and freedom.“ 

The 20th anniversary edition is a response to that human development imperative. 

H
D

R 2
0

1
0

  Th
e R

eal W
ealth

 o
f N

atio
n

s: Path
w

ays to
 H

u
m

an
 D

evelo
p

m
en

t

Human Development
Report 2010

20th Anniversary Edition

The Real Wealth of Nations:
Pathways to Human DevelopmentKey to countries

2010 HDI rank and change in rank from 2005 to 2010

Front coverBack cover
Back cover �ap spine

Adjust spine
width as
necessary

Reverse back cover �apReverse front cover Reverse back cover

Human Development Reports: �e annual global Human Development Reports (HDRs) have been published by UNDP since 1990 
as intellectually independent and empirically grounded analyses of development issues, trends, progress and policies. Resources 
related to the 2010 Report and earlier HDRs are available free of charge at hdr.undp.org, including full texts and summaries in 
major UN languages, summaries of consultations and network discussions, the Human Development Research Paper Series and 
HDR news bulletins and other public information materials. Also available are statistical indicators, other data tools, interactive 
maps, country fact sheets and additional information associated with the HDRs. 
 
Regional Human Development Reports: More than 40 editorially autonomous HDRs with a regional focus have been produced 
in the past two decades with support from UNDP’s regional bureaus. With o�en provocative analyses and policy advocacy, these 
reports have examined such critical issues as civil liberties and the empowerment of women in the Arab States, corruption in Asia 
and the Paci�c, treatment of the Roma and other minorities in Central Europe and the inequitable distribution of wealth in 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 

National Human Development Reports: Since the release of the �rst National HDR in 1992, National HDRs have been 
produced in 140 countries by local editorial teams with UNDP support. �ese reports—more than 650 have been published to 
date—bring a human development perspective to national policy concerns through locally managed consultations and research. 
National HDRs o�en focus on issues of gender, ethnicity or rural-urban divides to help identify inequality, measure progress and 
detect early warning signs of potential con�ict. Because these reports are grounded in national needs and perspectives, many have 
had substantial in�uence on national policies, including strategies for achieving the Millennium Development Goals and other 
human development priorities. 

For more information on National and Regional HDRs, including related training and reference resources, see 
hdr.undp.org/en/nhdr/. 

Human Development Reports 1990–2009

Concept and Measurement of Human Development
Financing Human Development
Global Dimensions of Human Development
People’s Participation
New Dimensions of Human Security
Gender and Human Development
Economic Growth and Human Development
Human Development to Eradicate Poverty
Consumption for Human Development
Globalization with a Human Face
Human Rights and Human Development
Making New Technologies Work for Human Development
Deepening Democracy in a Fragmented World
Millennium Development Goals: A Compact among Nations to End Human Poverty
Cultural Liberty in Today’s Diverse World
International Cooperation at a Crossroads: Aid, Trade and Security in an Unequal World
Beyond Scarcity: Power, Poverty and the Global Water Crisis
Fighting Climate Change: Human Solidarity in a Divided World
Overcoming Barriers: Human Mobility and Development

For more information visit:
http://hdr.undp.org
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The cover of the  Human Development 
Report illustrates the complex multiple path-
ways of human development over the four 
decades documented in this th anniversary 
edition. Each individual strand depicts one 
country’s Human Development Index over 
time. 

The overall global pattern is one of remark-
able human progress: people around the 
world are, on average, living longer, with 
greater access to knowledge and with higher 
incomes. Yet progress is rarely constant or 
linear.

For some countries one or more of the underly-
ing indicators have changed little or even 
declined over the period. The greatest relative 
advance has been experienced by people in 
countries on the lower end of the human 
development scale, achievements often 
attained despite conflicts, epidemics, eco-
nomic setbacks and other adversities. 

Analysis of the annual Human Development 
Index and three new complementary indices 
introduced in the  Report provides new 
insights into these trends and offers important 
lessons for the future.

The first Human Development Report in 1990 opened with the simply stated premise that has guided all subsequent Reports: 
“People are the real wealth of a nation.” By backing up this assertion with an abundance of empirical data and a new way of 
thinking about and measuring development, the Human Development Report has had a profound impact on development 
policies around the world. 

This 20th anniversary edition features introductory reflections by the Nobel Prize–winning economist Amartya Sen, who 
worked with series founder Mahbub ul Haq on the conception of the first Human Development Report and contributed to 
and inspired many successive volumes. 

The 2010 Report continues the tradition of pushing the frontiers of development thinking. For the first time since 1990, the 
Report looks back rigorously at the past several decades and identifies often surprising trends and patterns with important 
lessons for the future. These varied pathways to human development show that there is no single formula for sustainable 
progress—and that impressive long-term gains can and have been achieved even without consistent economic growth. 

In keeping with the innovative spirit of its founders, the Report this year introduces an updated version of its signature 
Human Development Index (HDI) and presents pioneering new indices:

• The Inequality-adjusted HDI, which reduces national HDI values by the degree of inequalities in health and education 
standards and the distribution of income. 

• The Gender Inequality Index, which factors in women’s participation in government and the workforce, as well as 
health and education status, to reflect disparities between men and women within and across countries. 

• The Multidimensional Poverty Index, which identifies overlapping deprivations at the household level—including 
health, schooling and living conditions—and calculates that fully a third of the people in the 104 countries studied live 
in extreme multidimensional poverty.

Looking beyond 2010, this Report surveys critical aspects of human development outside the scope of these indices, from 
political freedoms and empowerment to sustainability and human security, and outlines a broader agenda for research and 
policies to respond to these challenges. 

As Amartya Sen writes: “Twenty years after the appearance of the first Human Development Report, there is much to 
celebrate in what has been achieved. But we also have to be alive to ways of improving the assessment of old adversities 
and of recognizing—and responding to—new threats that endanger human well-being and freedom.“ 

The 20th anniversary edition is a response to that human development imperative. 
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Human Development Reports: �e annual global Human Development Reports (HDRs) have been published by UNDP since 1990 
as intellectually independent and empirically grounded analyses of development issues, trends, progress and policies. Resources 
related to the 2010 Report and earlier HDRs are available free of charge at hdr.undp.org, including full texts and summaries in 
major UN languages, summaries of consultations and network discussions, the Human Development Research Paper Series and 
HDR news bulletins and other public information materials. Also available are statistical indicators, other data tools, interactive 
maps, country fact sheets and additional information associated with the HDRs. 
 
Regional Human Development Reports: More than 40 editorially autonomous HDRs with a regional focus have been produced 
in the past two decades with support from UNDP’s regional bureaus. With o�en provocative analyses and policy advocacy, these 
reports have examined such critical issues as civil liberties and the empowerment of women in the Arab States, corruption in Asia 
and the Paci�c, treatment of the Roma and other minorities in Central Europe and the inequitable distribution of wealth in 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 

National Human Development Reports: Since the release of the �rst National HDR in 1992, National HDRs have been 
produced in 140 countries by local editorial teams with UNDP support. �ese reports—more than 650 have been published to 
date—bring a human development perspective to national policy concerns through locally managed consultations and research. 
National HDRs o�en focus on issues of gender, ethnicity or rural-urban divides to help identify inequality, measure progress and 
detect early warning signs of potential con�ict. Because these reports are grounded in national needs and perspectives, many have 
had substantial in�uence on national policies, including strategies for achieving the Millennium Development Goals and other 
human development priorities. 

For more information on National and Regional HDRs, including related training and reference resources, see 
hdr.undp.org/en/nhdr/. 

Human Development Reports 1990–2009

Concept and Measurement of Human Development
Financing Human Development
Global Dimensions of Human Development
People’s Participation
New Dimensions of Human Security
Gender and Human Development
Economic Growth and Human Development
Human Development to Eradicate Poverty
Consumption for Human Development
Globalization with a Human Face
Human Rights and Human Development
Making New Technologies Work for Human Development
Deepening Democracy in a Fragmented World
Millennium Development Goals: A Compact among Nations to End Human Poverty
Cultural Liberty in Today’s Diverse World
International Cooperation at a Crossroads: Aid, Trade and Security in an Unequal World
Beyond Scarcity: Power, Poverty and the Global Water Crisis
Fighting Climate Change: Human Solidarity in a Divided World
Overcoming Barriers: Human Mobility and Development

For more information visit:
http://hdr.undp.org
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NOTE
Arrows indicate upward or downward movement in the country’s ranking over the period 2005–2010 using consistent data and methodology, while a blank indicates no change.



The cover of the  Human Development 
Report illustrates the complex multiple path-
ways of human development over the four 
decades documented in this th anniversary 
edition. Each individual strand depicts one 
country’s Human Development Index over 
time. 

The overall global pattern is one of remark-
able human progress: people around the 
world are, on average, living longer, with 
greater access to knowledge and with higher 
incomes. Yet progress is rarely constant or 
linear.

For some countries one or more of the underly-
ing indicators have changed little or even 
declined over the period. The greatest relative 
advance has been experienced by people in 
countries on the lower end of the human 
development scale, achievements often 
attained despite conflicts, epidemics, eco-
nomic setbacks and other adversities. 

Analysis of the annual Human Development 
Index and three new complementary indices 
introduced in the  Report provides new 
insights into these trends and offers important 
lessons for the future.

The first Human Development Report in 1990 opened with the simply stated premise that has guided all subsequent Reports: 
“People are the real wealth of a nation.” By backing up this assertion with an abundance of empirical data and a new way of 
thinking about and measuring development, the Human Development Report has had a profound impact on development 
policies around the world. 

This 20th anniversary edition features introductory reflections by the Nobel Prize–winning economist Amartya Sen, who 
worked with series founder Mahbub ul Haq on the conception of the first Human Development Report and contributed to 
and inspired many successive volumes. 

The 2010 Report continues the tradition of pushing the frontiers of development thinking. For the first time since 1990, the 
Report looks back rigorously at the past several decades and identifies often surprising trends and patterns with important 
lessons for the future. These varied pathways to human development show that there is no single formula for sustainable 
progress—and that impressive long-term gains can and have been achieved even without consistent economic growth. 

In keeping with the innovative spirit of its founders, the Report this year introduces an updated version of its signature 
Human Development Index (HDI) and presents pioneering new indices:

• The Inequality-adjusted HDI, which reduces national HDI values by the degree of inequalities in health and education 
standards and the distribution of income. 

• The Gender Inequality Index, which factors in women’s participation in government and the workforce, as well as 
health and education status, to reflect disparities between men and women within and across countries. 

• The Multidimensional Poverty Index, which identifies overlapping deprivations at the household level—including 
health, schooling and living conditions—and calculates that fully a third of the people in the 104 countries studied live 
in extreme multidimensional poverty.

Looking beyond 2010, this Report surveys critical aspects of human development outside the scope of these indices, from 
political freedoms and empowerment to sustainability and human security, and outlines a broader agenda for research and 
policies to respond to these challenges. 

As Amartya Sen writes: “Twenty years after the appearance of the first Human Development Report, there is much to 
celebrate in what has been achieved. But we also have to be alive to ways of improving the assessment of old adversities 
and of recognizing—and responding to—new threats that endanger human well-being and freedom.“ 

The 20th anniversary edition is a response to that human development imperative. 
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Human Development Reports: �e annual global Human Development Reports (HDRs) have been published by UNDP since 1990 
as intellectually independent and empirically grounded analyses of development issues, trends, progress and policies. Resources 
related to the 2010 Report and earlier HDRs are available free of charge at hdr.undp.org, including full texts and summaries in 
major UN languages, summaries of consultations and network discussions, the Human Development Research Paper Series and 
HDR news bulletins and other public information materials. Also available are statistical indicators, other data tools, interactive 
maps, country fact sheets and additional information associated with the HDRs. 
 
Regional Human Development Reports: More than 40 editorially autonomous HDRs with a regional focus have been produced 
in the past two decades with support from UNDP’s regional bureaus. With o�en provocative analyses and policy advocacy, these 
reports have examined such critical issues as civil liberties and the empowerment of women in the Arab States, corruption in Asia 
and the Paci�c, treatment of the Roma and other minorities in Central Europe and the inequitable distribution of wealth in 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 

National Human Development Reports: Since the release of the �rst National HDR in 1992, National HDRs have been 
produced in 140 countries by local editorial teams with UNDP support. �ese reports—more than 650 have been published to 
date—bring a human development perspective to national policy concerns through locally managed consultations and research. 
National HDRs o�en focus on issues of gender, ethnicity or rural-urban divides to help identify inequality, measure progress and 
detect early warning signs of potential con�ict. Because these reports are grounded in national needs and perspectives, many have 
had substantial in�uence on national policies, including strategies for achieving the Millennium Development Goals and other 
human development priorities. 

For more information on National and Regional HDRs, including related training and reference resources, see 
hdr.undp.org/en/nhdr/. 

Human Development Reports 1990–2009

Concept and Measurement of Human Development
Financing Human Development
Global Dimensions of Human Development
People’s Participation
New Dimensions of Human Security
Gender and Human Development
Economic Growth and Human Development
Human Development to Eradicate Poverty
Consumption for Human Development
Globalization with a Human Face
Human Rights and Human Development
Making New Technologies Work for Human Development
Deepening Democracy in a Fragmented World
Millennium Development Goals: A Compact among Nations to End Human Poverty
Cultural Liberty in Today’s Diverse World
International Cooperation at a Crossroads: Aid, Trade and Security in an Unequal World
Beyond Scarcity: Power, Poverty and the Global Water Crisis
Fighting Climate Change: Human Solidarity in a Divided World
Overcoming Barriers: Human Mobility and Development

For more information visit:
http://hdr.undp.org

Global, Regional and National Human Development Reports
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NOTE
Arrows indicate upward or downward movement in the country’s ranking over the period 2005–2010 using consistent data and methodology, while a blank indicates no change.
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