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AGGREGATES AND GROWTH RATES

Aggregates. Aggregates for the classifications

described above are presented at the end of

tables where it is analytically meaningful to do

so and data are sufficient. Aggregates that are

the total for the classification (such as for pop-

ulation) are indicated by a T. As a result of

rounding, world totals may not always equal

the sum of the totals for subgroups. All other

aggregates are weighted averages. 

In general, an aggregate is shown for a clas-

sification only when data are available for half

the countries and represent at least two-thirds

of the available weight in that classification.

The Human Development Report Office does

not fill in missing data for the purpose of aggre-

gation. Therefore, unless otherwise specified,

aggregates for each classification represent only

the countries for which data are available, refer

to the year or period specified and refer only to

data from the primary sources listed. Aggre-

gates are not shown where appropriate weight-

ing procedures were unavailable.

Aggregates for indices, for growth rates and

for indicators covering more than one point in

time are based only on countries for which data

exist for all necessary points in time. For the

world classification, which refers only to the

universe of 193 countries and areas (unless oth-

erwise specified), aggregates are not always

shown where no aggregate is available for one

or more regions. 

Aggregates in this Report will not always

conform to those in other publications because

of differences in country classifications and

methodology. Where indicated, aggregates are

calculated by the statistical agency providing

the data for the indicator.

Growth rates. Multiyear growth rates are

expressed as average annual rates of change. In

calculations of rates by the Human Development

Report Office only the beginning and end points

are used. Year-to-year growth rates are expressed

as annual percentage changes. 

PRESENTATION

In the human development indicator tables

countries and areas are ranked in descending

order by their HDI value. To locate a country

in these tables, refer to the key to countries on

the back cover flap, which lists countries alpha-

betically with their HDI rank. 

Sources for all data used in the indicator

tables are given in short citations at the end of each

table. These correspond to full references in the

statistical references. When an agency provides

data it has collected from another source, both

sources are credited in the table notes. But when

an agency has built on the work of many other

contributors, only the ultimate source is given.

The source notes also show the original data

components used in any calculations by the

Human Development Report Office to ensure

that all calculations can be easily replicated. 

Indicators for which short, meaningful def-

initions can be given are included in the defin-
itions of statistical terms. All other relevant

information appears in the notes at the end of

each table. 

In the absence of the words annual, annual
rate or growth rate, a hyphen between two

years, such as in 1995-2000, indicates that the

data were collected during one of the years

shown. A slash between two years, such as in

1998/2001, indicates an average for the years

Literacy is the foundation for social, eco-

nomic and environmental progress in devel-

oping countries. Yet little attention has been

paid to measuring literacy, or the underly-

ing factors contributing to the development

of reading, writing and numeracy skills in

developing countries or obtaining the nec-

essary information to monitor change or to

formulate appropriate interventions.

Some developing countries, although a

minority, have attempted to follow interna-

tional guidelines on determining the size of

their illiterate population using a census or

survey question asking whether an individ-

ual is literate. This methodology, referred to

as self-declaration, has major limitations.

First, it divides the population into two

groups—those who are literate and those

who are not—and how many are in each

group, a vast oversimplification. Second, it

underestimates the number of illiterate peo-

ple because respondents are reluctant to

admit their illiteracy. These rates are widely

used to indicate the number of illiterate peo-

ple in countries and regions, but they provide

no insight into the literacy levels of these

populations, what aspects of reading and

writing development require improvement or

the relative impact of non-formal education

and literacy programmes. Needed instead

are measures of each individual’s skill level

in reading, writing and numeracy, and a

means of measuring progress. The United

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization (UNESCO) Institute for Sta-

tistics is developing a sample survey method-

ology to do this through the Literacy

Assessment and Monitoring Programme (see

http://www.uis.unesco.org/). 

The time has come to replace simple lit-

eracy rates with literacy profiles of popula-

tions to show the wide range of skills and to

monitor changes to these profiles at all lev-

els of literacy. The international community

can help by asking the right questions, by for-

mulating associated international goals and

by supporting national efforts to obtain

more detailed information on literacy.

BOX 5

Measuring literacy

Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics 2004e.




