Progress report for Azerbaijan’s NHDR 2003

The following activities were carried out in the preparation of the NHDR Azerbaijan 2003:

a) A questionnaire for regional survey on the use of ICT in Azerbaijan was prepared. The survey, which was considered essential for a thorough analysis of ICT for Human Development means in Azerbaijan, specifically focused on the following issues: 

· ICT access (i.e., Internet coverage in Baku and the surrounding area, quality and availability of technical equipment in the facilities providing access, Internet access rates, etc.)

· Users (i.e., Internet users profiles, usage of the services offered, etc.)  

· User skills and abilities (i.e., general level of computer literacy, ease of use, willingness of users and non-users to employ ICT in their personal life, etc.)

· Potential (i.e., potential of the facilities to serve as a focal point for the development of other initiatives, such as distance education and e-government)

The survey proved to be an extremely powerful tool for deeper understanding of the ‘real’ level and quality of access to ICTs throughout the country.

b) A draft report in English was prepared by the NHDR working group in Azerbaijan. The report also includes the research findings that emerged from the survey conducted.  

c) The draft report, together with the one prepared by the UNDP office in Turkey were first reviewed and discussed during a meeting which was held in Ankara, the second week of October. Both offices are focusing this year’s NHDR on ICTs and on their contribution towards the achievement of human development, and are developing their respective NHDR through a collaborative process. During the meeting, the following issues were therefore addressed:

· Analysis and discussion of the research findings and peer review

· The role of national HDR in global and national development

· Discussion of elements of communication strategy (i.e., media strategy, etc.)

· Logistical arrangements for the launch conference(s)

· Editing and printing issues (i.e., common design of the cover, etc.)

As a result of the NHDR review, the following common issues emerged from discussion:

· The legal infrastructure and legal operational framework for effective use of ICT for development in both countries are not sufficiently developed. This situation may have an influence on more effective development of and use of ICT for development. 

· Reliable data and data sources on ICT and technology use are not sufficiently available in both countries. If analysis and monitoring of human development performance are to be based on regular availability of such data, then both country reports pointed out to the need for capacity development in this respect.

· Analysis of ICT for Human development will very much depend on availability of the two above capacities. 

· Both country analyses indicate that there is not a very clear evidence that ICT readily generates social dynamics resulting on significant change. This is a common concern requiring further analysis and debate.

· Both countries also recognized the need to identify policy recommendations and niches for UNDP's cooperation in the ‘ICT for development’ area, at the country level. This aspect could also be further refined in both country reports.

· The both UNDP CO  would be interested to  consider the idea of creation of joint ICT Innovation Fund providing small grants for local NGOs  for community driven ICT initiatives. In Turkey the  big ICT Multinational  are already  working at the grass root level and the new initiatives should  be should be built upon their experineces. 

· Another suggestion worthy of consideration was suggestion of exchange of prominent ICT  officials  at the lunch conferences

· UNDP Ankara office prepared the comprehensive programme of meetings for the visiting  team from Azerbaijan.    Several meetings were  conducted with Turkish publishing and advertisement companies to be considered  for the production of publication  and communication materials.

-  Azerbaijani team met with the Ambassador  of Azerbaijan  to Turkey to   advise him on the project between two countries and secure embassy’s support, facilitation  and participation  in joint activities  

The following additional activities are also scheduled for the next future:

d) A videoconference between the Turkish and Azerbaijani team of NHDR experts will be held at the end of October. On this occasion participants will further discuss the major findings of the reports and identify additional areas of common interest.  (tentatively 27 October)

e)  The video-conference will identify several issues that merit in depth  discussion during the Panel meeting in Baku in mid November (tentatively 10 November)

f) Discussion results will be reflected in a joint booklet, which will describe the collaborative process and highlight the major messages of the both reports. UNDP Azerbaijan will take responsibility for the first draft of the booklet.

g) A joint website describing the initiative might be developed as well.
h) The  NHDRs  and brochure  will be  published in English, Azeri and Turkish  languages, and made available at the launch conferences. 

i)  Promotional material related to the theme of the launch, such as mouse mats, notepads, posters,  mini CD-ROMs with the two NHDRs and the above mentioned booklet, will be distributed at the launch conferences.  

l)The COs are exploring the possibility of a simultaneous or consecutive launches of the two NHDRs. The two events will be synchronized and linked through a video-conference, possibly provided by the Azerbaijani and Turkish television network in order to ensure a more reliable satellite connection. This will give further credibility to the report, while highlighting the significant changes taking place in the world with regard to the way people and countries communicate with each other.  

 Also the CO will explore the possibility  of on-line voting on ICT issues  during the launch of two Reports

