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	I. Background

US$25,000 was mobilized from the HDR Innovation Fund to document in the NHDR 2004 ICT practices and examples for development at grassroots level through a social impact assessment (SIA) of telecentres established in townships and villages in interior and western provinces where obvious digital divide is observed and study of viable telecentre models in selected communities.

II. Activities conducted with the support of the Innovation Fund 

1. Field survey. 

The ICT village household questionnaire was developed by the international and national consultant (Annex 1) and translated into Chinese by the China Rural Technology and Development Center (RTDC). The 4 survey teams comprised of 4 supervisors and 22 graduate students from China Agricultural University.  After 4-day training in Beijing, the four survey teams interviewed 1,200 households in five provinces, namely Shaanxi, Henan, Anhui, Hebei provinces and Chongqing Municipality. Questionnaires were then consolidated in Beijing. A field survey report is being prepared (Annex 2). 

2. Data Processing. 

A national statistician from Chinese Academy of Sciences was recruited to work on the data entry and processing. Data was processed according to the SIA Data Analysis Outline and a data bank was created. A data processing report has been prepared (Annex 3). 

A national statistician from Chinese Academy of Social Sciences was recruited to work on the compilation of HDI by province and ICT index as inputs to NHDR 2004. The work is expected to complete by end of November 2003.  

3. Data analysis. 

Based on the field survey and data processing results, the national and international consultant produced a social impact assessment report. The draft report has been prepared and is under review (Annex 4).  

III. Contracting and Financial arrangements


	
	


Contracts with one international consultant, one national consultant and two statisticians were signed upon the clearance of CVs and TORs by UNOPS. 

An MOU with the Rural Technology and Development Center was signed for conducting the field survey.

So far, no money has been disbursed yet pending the final report from each contractor.

