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I .General Objective
The objective of the project is to deepen our understanding of the material, cultural and institutional factors that influence the individual, family or collective agency and living conditions of poor persons and communities. Its final aim is to draw conclusions that provide guidelines for the design and implementation of more effective public policies and private initiatives oriented towards the eradication of the poverty.

II. Progress up to date 
For this purpose an agreement has been reached with the Catholic University Of Asuncion.  The idea behind this agreement is to take advantage of the intellectual and institutional capacities of the University while strengthening these capacities and introducing the Human Development paradigm within the Academic community.

The activities carried out can be grouped in three areas: 

A) The training to professors and students in the concept of Human Development and in the indicators that can be utilized to analyze it. 

B) The elaboration of a socio-anthropological research strategy that allows, departing from common categories of analysis, to understand the diverse realities of poor families (rural, urban, frontier-towns, industrial, agricultural, female/male head, among others).  

C) Preliminary empirical work to validate the methodological instruments for data collection and implementation on initial phase of fieldwork.  

III. Expected Results

The following products are expected  at the end of the project:

1. Innovative Research Methodology: through a document that provide an approach to study the lives of people from the conceptual perspective of Human Development.  Specific instruments for fieldwork (guidelines for observation, questionnaires for interviews) must be included. The most adequate variables, both quantitative and qualitative, and its measuring methods will be identified.

2. Stories of Human Development: descriptive presentation from 10 to 15 in-depth case studies (personal, family, and community) in some 7 communities.  

3. Analytical report: based on an analysis of the divergent and common elements of families regarding their living conditions and their strategies for overcome poverty.  In addition, this analysis is expected to generate hypothesis for future research, as well as valuable conclusions to guide public and private actions oriented towards eradication of the human poverty.  

The content of the analysis will be will base on the following points: 

a. Factors 

i.  Common 

ii.  Material individual 

iii.  Cultural/ Social 

iv.  Institutional 

b. Subjective perceptions of development and living conditions 

c. Agency/ collective and individual strategies 

i. Individual 

ii. Family 

iii.  Collective 

d. Impact of the interaction between exogenous factors and the agency on the conditions of life and its evolution.  

4.  Documentary Material in diverse formats: mainly transcriptions, photographs a video that show the life and attitudes of the poor families and communities studied.  

IV. Nest Steps

The activities planned for November and December are: 

1. Elaboration of the document relating to the methodology.  

2. Field work for data collection.  

3. Start of the systematization and analysis.  

4. Interdisciplinary Discussion seminars to analyze the results of the empirical work.  

5. Planning the documentary work.  

