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Background:

UNDP, Sudan made a submission to access the innovation fund in May 2003. The amount requested from the fund is $ 25,000.  The Sudan NHDR theme is "Post-War Sudan: The Burden of Conflict and the Challenges of Peace-Sustaining Human Security/Development". It aims at advocacy for (a) comprehensive peace in war-torn Sudan and (b) the adoption of human security and human development as anchors for post-war recovery and development strategies. 

Proposed HDR Activities to be supported with the Innovation Fund:

A basic message of Sudan NHDR is the need to root the peace process within the groups affected by conflict (both the civil war and inter-group). A majority of the population in the conflict-ridden regions, however, are illiterate. They are also not versed in either of the two languages in which Sudan NHDR will be published (English and Arabic). For this reason it was proposed that dissemination of the NHDR will be in a form of video, containing an overview of the analysis and the main messages in Arabic and 16 local languages (Dinka, Nuer, Shilluk, Anuak, Zande, Toposa Mundari, Baria, Maban, Ingessana, two Nuba Dialects, Fur, Zaghawa, Massalit and Tu Bedawi). Dissemination was to be conducted in collaboration with NGOs operating at the local level. A small team (composed of the authors, a UNDP official and local translators) would tour the main urban and rural centers in the targeted regions (Southern Sudan, Nuba Mountains, Southern Blue Nile, Abyei, Red Sea Hills and Greater Darfur). The objective of the in-country tour is to disseminate the messages of the NHDR to the local communities of those areas.

 Budget Breakdown:

· Production of original Arabic videos: $5,000 

· Translation to 15 local languages: 15 X $500= $7,500 

· Duplication of videos: 500X 5 =$2,500

· Country tour: transport: $5 000

· Country tour: Fee & DSA: $5 000 

Expected Results:

The expected results would be an increased awareness of the Sudanese population at large and the vulnerable indigenous populations, in particular of the obstacles and issues that are constraining their choices and ability to lead a long, secure and productive life. 

Progress to date:

The release of the NHDR was expected to take place in August 2003 as planned. In this regard, preparations were made to make use of the $25,000 for dissemination activities. A proposal was made to sub-contract a media production company (which was identified) to produce the video and disseminate it. The media company would recruit the national translators, and cover the costs associated with field dissemination.  However, the sub-contract was not awarded, as it became evident that the NHDR Report would not be produced before end 2003 at the earliest. The major factor responsible for the delay in the production of the NHDR is difficulties encountered by the NHDR team in collecting reliable data about the cost of conflict and the resultant need for some rethinking of the way the entire report is structured. The team preparing the report is currently working on a revised draft that deals with complexities of data and responds to substantive issues raised by an informal initial leaders group consisting of the Senior Economist of UNDP Sudan, colleagues from the Beirut SURF and a consultant (retired World Band staff) working on an associated report entitled” Peace and Development”.  The report is, thus expected to be released in early 2004 and the dissemination activities as outlined above, are expected to follow soon after.
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