Progress Report for Azerbaijan’s 2003 NHDR

Background

The National Human Development Report (NHDR) for Azerbaijan, covering the broad subject of the role of ICT and other technologies on development, was launched in March 2004.   For the first time ever, two countries Turkey and Azerbaijan, have taken a joint approach to the preparation of their reports.  This is a very important topic for Azerbaijan as over the past 3-4 years UNDP has been working in this thematic area with joint projects that have introduced ICT into various public sector functions (for example student admissions) and into Government departments (for example State Customs Committee, State Pensions System, and the Standardisation of Patents and Measures, Ministry of Foreign Affairs).  In mid 2003 the activities of a joint project with the Government culminated in a National ICT Strategy being signed by the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan that has directly led to the establishment of the Ministry of Communication and Information Technologies. 

With regard to the Project for the Preparation of the NHDR for Azerbaijan, we are pleased to report on the following relevant activities, funded by the Innovation Fund, that have been carried out during the period November 2003-May 2004.  This report compliments the intermediate progress report submitted in November 2003.

1) The launch of the NHDR

After months of preparation, the 2003 NHDR for Azerbaijan was published separately in both English and Azeri languages, and officially launched on 11 March 2004. The UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative for Azerbaijan, Mr. Marco Borsotti, opened the ceremony, which was attended by key Government Ministers, and members of the diplomatic corps, international and national NGOs and the media.  His speech highlighted the main points of this year’s report, in particular emphasizing the shared vision of UNDP and the Government of Azerbaijan that ICT is an important new economic sector for the county that has the potential to contribute to the diversification of the country’s economic development.

Co-chairing the ceremony, the newly-appointed Minister of Communication and Information Technologies, Mr. Ali Abbasov, congratulated UNDP on the occasion of the release of the NHDR for Azerbaijan.  He described the report as objective and substantive and noted that it would make an important contribution to ICT development in Azerbaijan.  However, Mr.Abbasov was more critical with the regard to the current situation facing ICT in Azerbaijan.  He highlighted the major obstacles for the development of ICT in the country, for example: poor infrastructure in rural areas, very high tariffs for international and mobile calls, gaps in the legislation and the existence of what is effectively a monopoly with regard to ICT.  These all dramatically impede the development of entrepreneurship in this important sector and need to be urgently overcome.  Mr. Abbasov also stated that it is essential to allow fair competition (i.e. fair market practices) and greater access to ICTs for the whole population in general and entrepreneurs in particular, and to conduct a review of ICT-related fiscal and customs policies.

The Chairperson of the State Commission on Students' Admission, Ms. Maleyka Abbaszadeh, who is also the National Coordinator of the joint UNDP-Government of Azerbaijan National ICT Strategy project, also addressed the audience.  She spoke about the issue of non-competitiveness of local merchandise and services that are being produced without application of the advantages of modern technologies.  She welcomed the establishment of the new Ministry of Communication and Information Technologies and was optimistic that it would help to coordinate this process and generally promote the use and availability of ICT in Azerbaijan. 

The National Coordinator of the Azerbaijan Human Development Report, Dr. Urkhan Alekperov, made a detailed presentation of the main findings contained in the NHDR.  He also gave an interview on the NHDR that was aired on national TV.

2) Promotional activities

 (i) It was decided to prepare a brochure to highlight the joint message and findings contained in Azerbaijan’s and Turkey’s NHDRs.  (The fact that two neighbouring countries decided to tackle the same issue is unique). The brochure entitled “Turkey and Azerbaijan – Neighbouring Countries Harnessing ICT for Development” includes the following content:

· Human Development – Realizing the National Potential

· Information and Communication Technologies for Development (ICTD) – a Tool for Achieving Human Development

· Azerbaijan & Turkey Committed to ICT for Human Development

· Challenges for the future

· The way forward

Over 1000 copies were published in English and Azeri and were available at the official launch of the report.  In the upcoming months regional seminars are envisaged to discuss the findings of the report at the local level.  Copies of the brochure will be also available at these seminars.

(ii) Promotional materials related to the theme of the launch, such as mouse mats, notepads, posters, mini CD-ROMs with the two NHDRs and the above mentioned brochure, were prepared and distributed at the official launch.  

(iii) Noting that the NHDR is over 70 pages and contains a lot of detailed information, press kits were prepared for the media.  Approximately 60 media representatives for all local media types attended.  Information related to the NHDR was covered in nearly all local newspapers, including the following 10 major local publications:

· 19 March, The Azeri Times – To General Progress via the ICT

· 12 March, Uch Nogta – Economic progress stimulates Human Development

· 12 March, 525-th gazet – United Nations presents Human Development Report 2003

· 12 March, Yeni Azerbaijan – Progresses made by Azerbaijan increase

· 12 March, Hafta ichi – United Nations presents Azerbaijan Human Development Report

· 12-18 March, Nash vek – Monopoly blocks connection development process

· 12 March, Echo – Azerbaijan Human Development Index is higher than the average world rate

· 12 March, Zerkalo – Azerbaijan Human Development index rises

· 12 March, Sharg - Azerbaijan  to become a regional centre for ICT

· 12 March, Express – We are in the 89th place in Human Development  

All the local TV channels covered the NHDR launch – namely AZTV, Space, Lider, ANS, and ATV.  In addition, AZTV had a special focus programme on the report.  Two other TV stations also covered the report, namely STV which broadcasts in Turkey and MIR which broadcasts in other CIS countries. 

3)  Journalist training

On 28 April a training seminar for journalists on the topic of Human Development: Concept, Methodology, Achievements and Problems took place.  About 30 journalists representing all forms of mass media took part.  Training participants discussed the role of the mass media in relation to increasing awareness about the issues contained in the NHDRs and how an increased knowledge of the issues can and indeed has been instrumental in shaping policy development.  In particular, integrating SHD into government policies and relevant national strategies, and introducing SHD into the general education curriculum are noted areas of success that can be built upon for the future.
4) Upcoming activities

In May a joint website prepared in conjunction with UNDP/Turkey will be launched.  It will include information on the joint preparation of the two reports and highlight the main findings.  This will be last remaining activity relating to the NHDR under this Innovation Fund.

For more details please visit:

http://www.un-az.org/undp/news/nhdr2004.asp

(As at 1 May 2004)

