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I .General Objective
The objective of the project is to deepen our understanding of the material, cultural and institutional factors that influence the individual, family or collective agency and living conditions of poor persons and communities. Its final aim is to draw conclusions that provide guidelines for the design and implementation of more effective public policies and private initiatives oriented towards the eradication of the poverty.

For this purpose an agreement was reached with the Catholic University Of Asuncion (CUA).  The idea behind this agreement was to take advantage of the intellectual and institutional capacities of the University while strengthening these capacities and introducing the Human Development paradigm within the Academic community.

II. Activities
	Activities 
	Responsible

	Project construction 
	UNDP/CUA

	Training of research team and field workers (students) on the Human Development paradigm. 


	UNDP

	Preliminary methodological design
	CUA/UNDP

	Exploratory Interviews with key local informants (30)
	CUA

	Final methodological design
	CUA

	First phase of  field interviews 
	CUA

	Preliminary Analysis and first draft report.
	CUA

	Critical review of the first draft. 
	Thematic specialists

UNDP

CUA

	Second phase of  field interviews (115 in- depth interviews finalized)
	CUA

	Drafting of the final version of the report.
	CUA

	Edition of final report 
	UNDP

	Production of Audiovisual documentary
	CUA

	Validation of Audiovisual documentary
	UNDP

	Final edition of Audiovisual documentary
	CUA


Communities studied

	Sub-culture
	Commnity 

	Small Town 
	Arroyos y Esteros

	Traditional Peasant Community 
	Mbariguí

	Recent peasant settlement 
	Asentamiento Regina Mareco

Juan de Mena

	Agroindustrial community
	Santa Rita

	Indigenous Community
	Mbya Guaraní (Caaguazú)

	Urban-administrative Community
	Barrio San Cristóbal

	Urbana/gathering Community (urban marginal)
	Caacupemí (Asunción)




III. Results

The following products resulted from the project:

1. Innovative Human Development centered quantitative research Methodology: Through a document that provides an approach to study the lives of people from the conceptual perspective of Human Development.  Specific instruments for fieldwork (guidelines for observation, questionnaires for interviews) are included. The most adequate variables, both quantitative and qualitative, and its measuring methods were identified.  This methodology seeks to integrate people’s perceptions about their capabilities, functionings, agency the role of the State and Civil Society. It could be applied to other research initiatives or to qualitative assessments of development projects. 

2. Stories of Human Development: Transcription of 110  in-depth interviews (personal, family, and community) in 7 communities.  This will be used as raw material to illustrate specific situations in future NDHR and other UNDP reports.

3.  Analytical report (in book format): based on an analysis of the divergent and common elements of families regarding their living conditions and their strategies for overcome poverty.  In addition, this analysis generated hypotheses for future research, as well as valuable conclusions to guide public and private actions oriented towards eradication of the human poverty.  

The final structure of the report is as follows:

	Chapter
	Title
	Content

	
	Introduction
	

	I
	Human development as cultural freedom
	Brief presentation of the concept of HD and its relationship with the concept of culture 

	II
	Methodological Design 
	Description and explanation of the methodology developed for this study. 

	III
	Community contexts
	Qualitative and quantitative description of the territorial, social and economic particularities of each community 

	IV
	Perceptions of HD in Paraguay 


	An analysis of how each community perceives human development, the state of their capabilities and opportunities, functionings and agency at the individual and collective levels. 

Perceptions about the role of the State, Civil society and the Community.

	VI
	HD challenges for Public Policy design 
	Conclusions of the analyses in terms of their practical implications for public policies. 

	
	Bibliography
	

	
	Annexes
	

	
	Life Stories: presented boxes throughout the text)
	


4. Documentary Material in Video and other formats: Besides transcriptions, photographs and a video that show the life and attitudes of the poor families and communities studied.  The video material is to be edited and used for educational and advocacy purposes.  The video  is a “docu-drama”  that includes images of daily lives and interviews from the communities. It is composed of 8 chapters of 10’ (1 on each community plus 1 on conclusions) . Its aim is to show the Human face of development and the relevance of considering qualitative issues in the design of public policies and development strategies. It was produced by the Communication Department of the CUA. 

5. Researchers and students trained in the application of the HD approach.  As the HD paradigm  has not been traditionally integrated in the academic though of Paraguay, this result has a strategic value, and could be capitalized for future HD related activities (including of course the elaboration of the NHDR).

IV. Nest Steps

The next phase will consist of:

· The public presentation  of the book and the documentary

· Ample communication campaign with support of different media

· Design and definition of further academic activities  utilize the material produced and continue deepening this research strategy.

· Debate with public institutions to analyze the potential improvements in public policy design and implementation arising from the study. 

The activities planned for November and December are: 

1. Elaboration of the document relating to the methodology.  

2. Field work for data collection.  

3. Start of the systematization and analysis.  

4. Interdisciplinary Discussion seminars to analyze the results of the empirical work.  

5. Planning the documentary work.  

