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Background

UNDP Kosovo will publish the second Human Development Report (HDR) for Kosovo in 2004.  Whilst the first report, published in 2002, provided a base line, this second report will allow for a much more focused study of Human Development in Kosovo.  The theme of Participation and Representation, reflects a judgment that in 2004 key issues of public debate are likely to include: Assembly elections (in November 2004); an accelerated transfer of competencies to the Provisional Institutes of Self Government (PISG); decreasing international assistance; consolidation of the democratization process; and an ongoing debate about decentralization. To be valuable, the HDR must be topical therefore this context is important.

The process of producing the Kosovo HDR 2004 is nearing completion.   A local institute conducted a Municipal Household Survey from which Human Development Indicators for each of Kosovo’s 30 municipalities are now being calculated and analyzed.  The team of local writers is now finalizing the draft and the final report is expected in June. 

Innovation Fund

In 2003, UNDP Kosovo was one of 20 country offices to secure funds from the Innovation Fund, which is facilitated by the National Human Development Report Unit in UNDP New York and funded by the Government of the Netherlands.  The HDR Innovation Fund was designed to contribute to new ideas, practices or methods that will support country offices to adhere to the principles of UNDP corporate policy on National Human Development Reports (NHDRs). In Kosovo, the Innovation Fund supported the implementation of a number of important advocacy activities surrounding the production of the Kosovo NHDR 2004.   

It is important to stress, that human development is a relatively new concept in Kosovo and as such, UNDP Kosovo were keen to focus on advocacy/consultative activities placing the human development concept in the local reality so as to maximize the impact and use of the final report.   The intended beneficiaries include all people and stakeholders in Kosovo with a particular emphasis on municipalities.   The Innovation Fund has laid the foundation on which future advocacy activities will be conducted to ensure that the Kosovo Human Development Report for 2004 is widely disseminated, discussed and debated in Kosovo society.  

The Innovation Fund has been used for the implementation of a range of activities, many of which were completed by year-end 2003, while the remainder will complement the launch of the report, expected in June 2004.    During the course of the year, some of the initial ideas were replaced with activities that were deemed more appropriate.   However, most of the original ideas were followed through and implemented.  A total amount of  US $ 24, 025 was allocated on the following activities (see Annex 1 for financial report)

Municipal Workshops and Meetings
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In 2003, the HDR team visited Municipalities across Kosovo and conducted introductory workshops and meetings on the concept of human development and the human development indices. The issue of participation and representation was also discussed and the findings were used in the drafting of the HDR.   

The Innovation Fund helped finance these workshops.  The HDR team recruited an assistant to organize these meetings at which translated materials were distributed and contacts made.  The KDHR 2004 will present the results of a municipal household survey; due to the lack of data in Kosovo, especially at the municipal level, the report is extremely important for municipalities.  In 2004, a second round of Municipal meetings will be conducted to distribute the KHDR 2004 and to discuss the findings.  

Human Development Conference
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The HDR team organized a Human Development Conference at which the background papers for the HDR were presented.  A wide range of Stakeholders from Central and Municipal Government, civil society, the media and members of academia, attended the Conference, which took place on 11 December 2003.  The Innovation Fund financed this day long event.  The Background papers, together with extensive readings in Human Development were translated into both Albanian and Serbian and distributed.   The Conference provided the writers of the HDR an opportunity to present their ideas to a broad audience.  The presentations by the writers sparked considerable debate on pertinent human development issues.   The conference helped the writers refine their ideas and shortly after this, the theoretical framework for the 2004 KHDR was formulated.    A follow up event in planned to discuss further the findings of the Report once it is published.

Human Development Journalists Workshop
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In addition to the conference, the HDR team thought it also necessary to host a journalist workshop in order to introduce the concept of human development to journalists from the municipalities.  Thanks to the Innovation Fund, 15 journalists, from the print and broadcast media were given a full days training in investigative journalism in December 2003.   A team of three facilitators discussed human development in Kosovo, the importance of investigative journalism for human development and how to best to use the human development indicators.  At the workshop, an award for the best feature on human development was announced.  A network of journalists interested in human development issues was established and is being fostered by the Communications and Advocacy Team in UNDP.    

Human Development Documentary

At the outset it was considered necessary to produce a documentary on human development in Kosovo in order to introduce the concept to a wide audience.  In November 2003 the HDR team called for submissions to make a documentary on human development.  Three applications were short-listed and a commission was established to select the winner.   A local production company ‘INIT Productions” was contracted in December 2003 and work began in earnest in early 2004.  The HDR team worked closely with the producers until a final script was decided upon.  The film, which is currently in the last stages of production, will present the concept of human development and focus on a rural entrepreneur.   It will be finished in May 2004.  The film will be broadcast on national television, but the HDR team is also planning to organize a short film festival to present this as well as an MDG documentary that was made in 2003. 

Contests 

· In July of 2003 UNDP Kosovo launched a competition to design a Human Development resource webpage for Kosovo.  The competition attracted considerable interest and the winning entry was launched in August 2003.  The site is available in Albanian, Serbian as well as English.   Human Development material has been translated and uploaded on the site for use, in particular, by students and journalists in Kosovo.  It can be viewed at www.ks.undp.org.

· In February of 2004, the HDR team announced a competition for photographs to be used in the Report.  Several Photographers applied.  In March, a commission was established to choose the best ten photographs.   The work of two photographers will be used in the report and surrounding publicity material.    Although it was originally planned to host an art contest for the front cover, it was decided that it was better to use one of the photographs selected from this competition. 

· In May 2004, the journalist award was announced.  Several journalists entered the competition, and a commission was established to decide the winner.  The Commission members agreed to share the prize (30 /70) between the Zëri, correspondent from Peja Mr Enver Ulaj and his story “Më vështirë tani se menjëherë pas luftës”(Harder now than immediately after the war) (30%) and Koha Vision journalist Mr Birol Urcan with the story “Malisheva një vend I haruar” (Malishevo a forgotten place) (70%). 

The 10 minutes TV piece on Malishevo municipality (which is one of the poorest municipalities in Kosovo) gave a good example of the wider concept of poverty including access to water, education and other necessities for life.  The piece gives the problem of water in Malishevo from the local perspective and then takes the issue up in the political and central level of governance decision-making.  The script, shots of camera and music were composed very well in the entire piece. After the story the Journalist had an interview with Malishevo municipal leaders tackling issues of Human development and poverty in its wider concept. 

Journalist Enver Ulaj in his story “Harder now than immediately after the war”, tells the story of citizens in Peja and the surrounding villages, giving an insight into the lives of people living in Kosovo with reduced humanitarian help, who struggle with the development process.  The article looks at unemployment, poverty and low-income levels and those who are “employed but poor”.  The story is comprehensive and covers wide range of issues, which are of concern with UNDP, such as governance and institution building. 

The other journalists who submitted stories also gave a good description of issues involved in Human Development and its components. They covered wide range of issues starting from rural poverty to lack of basic training education or services that sometimes cost human lives.  

Additional Activities

At the beginning of 2004, it was decided to commission a local cartoonist to design a short series of cartoons on the theme ‘Participation and Representation’.   The cartoons, are now complete will be printed and distributed with the final report.   

The Innovation Fund also allowed the HDR Team purchase 40 copies of the 2004 Global HDR, which will be distributed to ‘HDR Champions’ in the media, civil society, academia and government.   The focus on cultural diversity in the 2004 HDR has particular resonance in Kosovo, given the history of conflict between its communities. A public debate is planned around this important report also.

Conclusion

The Innovation Fund helped UNDP Kosovo tremendously in promoting the concept of human development, initiating debate on the issues and advocating the importance of the Human Development Report for Kosovo.  Some of the original activities including the university lectures and the ‘participation toolkit’, and the debates were put on hold until after the publication of the report itself.  With the release of the Kosovo HDR planned for June 2004, the HDR Team will build on the activities conducted to date and will continue to promote and disseminate the HD concept across Kosovo.  

May 2004

Pristina 

Annex 1 Innovation Fund 2003/04 Financial Report

A total of US $ 24, 025 was allocated on the following activities:

	Activity
	Amount US $

	7310 3205
	12,137

	Municipal Workshops
	

	Conference
	

	Training Materials/Translations
	

	7310 5305
	 7,800

	Production of Documentary Film
	

	7530 5305
	 4,088

	Contests 
	 

	Campaigning (Cartoons, HDRs)
	 

	Total 
	24,025
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