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EDITORIAL

Water is life—but control

can mean death

N Monday, the United Nations Development Program will launch

this year's much-awaited Human Development Report (HDR), -

focusing this time on the theme “Beyond Scarcity: Power, Pov-

erty and the GlobalWamrM’

Practically all HDR anmalm
are interesting and always keenly
awaited and are used to spark debate,
throw lighton complexissues or pres-
ent compelling statistics to provoke
action. But this one promises to be
even more relevant, if only because,
apart from oil, the one thing in thk

' methehallsoftheUNwthhw-_

elsinunderserved-

therefore condemned as “not worth

investingin"—communities of Metro
Manila, and yes, even to the middlein-
come neighborhoods that, since three
days ago, were put on the same level
as the bathless and toothless jologs,
the frequent cry is for “t-u-u-b-i-i-gl*
(water).

In 1989, a special subcommittee
onwater of the South Commission, a
global group of development experts
on Third World issues, had reckoned
from information it gathered, that
there were nearly two dozen spotsin
the world where bodies of water run-
ning through different countriesand
territories have been sources of trans-
boundary disputes. The expert panel
warned then, nearly two decades ago,
that the world should watch out for
these potential flashpoints—not
only because of the disputes but also
because of the manner in which the
more powerful and technologically
advanced states and transnational
‘corporations are able to dominate
the processes for distribution and
pricing, to the detriment of the poor
and marginalized—often, farming
communities.
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recently with the spate of reports
of drought, now often attributed
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13“11&! a new round of bidding
for government’s stake is in prog-
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