Kerala releases first-ever .

‘human devglopment report

Express News Service

Thiruvananthapuram, u 8: In the
first-ever Human Development Report

{HDR) brought out by a state, the HDR for
Kerala, Ernakulam district figures on top
while Malappuram has emerged a dismal
tail-ender.

The report is a strategic indicator of
where the state stands on the human
development front.

Kottayam and Pathanamthitta follow
Ernakulam in the second and the third
slots in the Human Development Index
(HDD) for districts in the report. The capi-
tal, Thiruvananthapuram, comes ninth in
the HDL

Ernakulam tops the Income Index fol-
fowed by Idukki and Kottayam. Mal-
appuram is again at a pathetic 14th in this
category.

Alappuzhé and Kollam districts share
e top slots in health, followed by Patha-
namthitta and Thrissur.

A summary measure of human de-
| velopment, the HDI measures the aver-
| age achievements in three basic dimen-
| sions of human development; longevity
| {indicator - life expectancy at birth), kno-
| wiedge (literacy rate combined with gross
. sthool enrolment) and standard of living
| (GDP per capita).
The Centre for Development Studies
| (CDS), Thiruvananthapuram, has prepar-
. ed the report for the State Government.
. For computing the HDI, the CDS has bro-
adly followed the methodology of the Uni-
ted Nations Development Programme
{UNDP).

Kottayarn has the highest literacy rate -
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95.9 percent - followed by Alappuzhd
(93.7) and Ernakulam (93.4).

The state’s literacy rate is 90.9 peru:m

Kottayam leads the Education Index
iollowed by Pathanamthitta and Kannur
respectively. Kasargod district has tha
lowest Education Index.

Gender indicators show that the llfe
expectancy at birth of a female child in
Kerala is 75.5 years and of the male child
73.7 years. :

Alappuzha and Kollam offer the female’
child better prospects of life expectancy
at birth - 78.3 years. For the male child; it
is Kollam on top - 75.9 years. :

The report notes that the state has been’
able to sustain and improve upon human
development. .

It also identifies four factors as conj
tributing to this - remittances from NRKs;
growth of the service sector, earlier attas
inments in health and education. ik



