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Figure 1. The global burden of disease: COVID-19 versus other causes



Enhanced
capabilities

- Access to quality health at all levels
- High-quality education at all levels
- Effective access to present-day technologies
- Resilience to unknown new shocks

Examples of achievements

Basic
capabilities

- Early childhood survival
- Primary education
- Entry-level technology
- Resilience to recurrent shocks

Examples of achievements

Figure 2. Human development: From basic to enhanced capabilities
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Figure 3. Human development is facing an unprecedented hit since 
the concept was introduced in 1990 
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Figure 4. The decline in human development due to COVID-19 could be 
halved with more equitable internet access
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Figure 5. Most countries around the globe have implemented 
nonpharmaceutical interventions to slow the spread of COVID-19
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Figure 6. Internal and external restrictions related to COVID-19 affected 
more than 7 billion people in 183 countries by mid-April 2020
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Figure 7. The scale of fiscal measures related to COVID-19 depends on 
a country’s level of human development
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Figure 8. Global youth unemployment jumped after the 2008 global 
financial crisis and has yet to recover
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Figure 9. The lowest socioeconomic group in Puerto Rico saw 
estimated excess deaths related to Hurricane Maria peak two months 
later than the medium and highest socioeconomic groups did
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Box figure 1. The short-term effective out-of-school rate for primary 
education has jumped substantially for all human development groups



Box figure 2. Inequality in internet access will have a major effect on the long-
term out-of-school rate for primary education
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Figure 10. Inequalities in access to technology across human 
development groups are wide and growing
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Figure 11. Very few countries—even those with higher 
human development—are using widespread testing
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Figure 12. Inequalities in knowledge and innovation are 
intense and widening in all human development groups
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Figure 13. People in low-income groups are much more vulnerable 
during the COVID-19 crisis because they lack the ability to come up 
emergency funds
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Figure 14. High global compliance with social distance behaviours
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