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Multidimensional Poverty Index 2024 

 
Poverty amid conflict 
 
Briefing note for countries on the 2024 Multidimensional Poverty Index 

 
 

United Republic of Tanzania 

 
What is the global Multidimensional Poverty Index? 

 
Sustainable Development Goal 1 aims to end poverty in all its forms everywhere. The global 
Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) measures acute multidimensional poverty across more than 100 
developing countries. It does so by measuring each person’s overlapping deprivations across 10 indicators 
in three equally weighted dimensions: health, education and standard of living (see figure). The health and 
education dimensions are based on two indicators each, while standard of living is based on six indicators. 
 
All the indicators needed to construct the MPI for a country are taken from the same household survey. 
Each indicator is equally weighted within its dimension, so the health and education indicators are weighted 
1/6 each, and the standard of living indicators are weighted 1/18 each. The MPI is the product of the 
headcount or incidence of multidimensional poverty (proportion of people who are multidimensionally poor) 
and the intensity of multidimensional poverty (average share of weighted deprivations, or average 
deprivation score,1 among multidimensionally poor people) and is therefore sensitive to changes in both 
components. A deprivation score of 1/3 (one-third of the weighted indicators) is used to distinguish between 
the multidimensionally poor and nonpoor. If the deprivation score is 1/3 or greater, the household (and 
everyone in it) is classified as multidimensionally poor. Individuals with a deprivation score greater than or 
equal to 1/5 but less than 1/3 are classified as vulnerable to multidimensional poverty. Finally, individuals 
with a deprivation score greater than or equal to 1/2 live in severe multidimensional poverty. The MPI ranges 
from 0 to 1, and higher values imply higher multidimensional poverty. The MPI complements the 
international $2.15 a day poverty rate by identifying who is multidimensionally poor and also shows the 
composition of multidimensional poverty. 

 
Structure of the global Multidimensional Poverty Index 

 
Source: HDRO and OPHI. 

 
 
 

 
1 The deprivation score of a multidimensionally poor person is the sum of the weights associated with each indicator in 
which the person is deprived. 
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Multidimensional Poverty Index for United Republic of Tanzania 
 

The 2010 Human Development Report introduced the MPI and since 2018 the Human Development Report 
Office (HDRO) and the Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative jointly produce and publish the 
MPI estimates. The latest release from October 2024 covers 112 developing countries (countries that lack 
survey data that allow for the calculation of the MPI are not included): ‘Poverty amid conflict’. The full table 
with MPI estimates is available at https://hdr.undp.org/content/2024-global-multidimensional-poverty-index-
mpi. Definitions of deprivations in each indicator, as well as the full methodology are given in the MPI 
Technical note. Continuing with the practice from the previous years, HDRO is making public the statistical 
programs used in the calculation of the 2024 MPI in Stata format for a large selection of countries (see 
https://hdr.undp.org/mpi-statistical-programmes). Finally, a set of MPI frequently asked questions is 

available at https://hdr.undp.org/mpi-2024-faqs. 
 
The most recent survey data that were publicly available for the United Republic of Tanzania’s MPI 
estimation refer to 2022. Based on these estimates, 47.2 percent of the population in the United Republic 
of Tanzania (30,554 thousand people in 2022) is multidimensionally poor while an additional 23.1 percent 
is classified as vulnerable to multidimensional poverty (14,974 thousand people in 2022). The intensity of 
deprivations in the United Republic of Tanzania, which is the average deprivation score among people 
living in multidimensional poverty, is 46.9 percent. The MPI value, which is the share of the population that 
is multidimensionally poor adjusted by the intensity of the deprivations, is 0.221. In comparison, Côte 
d'Ivoire and Uganda have MPI values of 0.210 and 0.281, respectively. 
 
Table A compares multidimensional poverty with monetary poverty measured by the percentage of the 
population living below 2017 PPP US$2.15 per day. It shows that monetary poverty only tells part of the 
story. The headcount or incidence of multidimensional poverty is 2.3 percentage points higher than the 
incidence of monetary poverty. This implies that individuals living above the monetary poverty line may still 
suffer deprivations in health, education and/or standard of living. Table A also shows the percentage of the 
United Republic of Tanzania’s population that lives in severe multidimensional poverty. The contributions 
of deprivations in each dimension to overall poverty complete a comprehensive picture of people living in 
multidimensional poverty. Figures for Côte d'Ivoire and Uganda are also shown in the table for comparison. 
 
 
Table A: The most recent MPI for United Republic of Tanzania relative to selected countries and 
region 
 

 
Survey 

year 
MPI 

value 

Head-
count 

(%) 

Intensity of 
deprivations 

(%) 

Population share (%) 
Contribution of deprivation in 

dimension to overall 
multidimensional poverty (%) 

Vulnera-
ble to 

multidim
ensional 
poverty 

In 
severe 

multidim
ensional 
poverty 

Below 
income 
poverty 

line 

Health Education 
Standard 
of living 

United 
Republic of 
Tanzania 

2022 0.221 47.2 46.9 23.1 18.3 44.9 24.2 22.6 53.2 

Côte d'Ivoire 2021 0.210  42.8 49.1 19.6 19.7 9.7 21.3  42.1 36.6 

Uganda 2016  0.281  57.2 49.2 23.6 25.7 42.1 24.0 21.6 54.5 

Sub-Saharan 
Africa 

- 0.254 48.4 52.5 18.2 26.9  38.6 20.2 30.4 49.3 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhdr.undp.org%2Fcontent%2F2024-global-multidimensional-poverty-index-mpi&data=05%7C02%7Csom.kumar.shrestha%40undp.org%7C9c12391e26354fe2891008dcb7ec3020%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638587472244802942%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eA8azgGkUam%2B7Cze6jZ6%2FNCEuK42yKNBQ63QS6%2F%2Fd4M%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhdr.undp.org%2Fcontent%2F2024-global-multidimensional-poverty-index-mpi&data=05%7C02%7Csom.kumar.shrestha%40undp.org%7C9c12391e26354fe2891008dcb7ec3020%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638587472244802942%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eA8azgGkUam%2B7Cze6jZ6%2FNCEuK42yKNBQ63QS6%2F%2Fd4M%3D&reserved=0
https://hdr.undp.org/system/files/documents/mpi2024technicalnotes.pdf
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhdr.undp.org%2Fmpi-statistical-programmes&data=05%7C01%7Ccecilia.calderon%40undp.org%7C99789e25847f4b1960dd08daa4d445cb%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638003528858820938%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H%2Fhlg%2BUI89wtIaTn56i%2FU%2FQD1gtOYEQYUwBD1xJwQDU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhdr.undp.org%2Fmpi-2024-faqs&data=05%7C02%7Csom.kumar.shrestha%40undp.org%7C9c12391e26354fe2891008dcb7ec3020%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638587472244726581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dRTY10DfmIiUFg7MfLqaLFEl06ABH%2FxnDimTA%2BLkQjQ%3D&reserved=0

